
return his face had become completely blue, and even darker than that of
the worst cholera, to the great surprise of those who saw him. An old
experienced physician visited him out of curiosity, and admitted that he had
never seen such a case before. Stagnation of the blood in the capillaries,
and even gangrene, occasionally follows bad fevers, and other debilitat-
ing diseases, or it may be consequent on old age, or the peculiar morbific
operation of ergot ; but cases of partial and temporary stagnation, like
the present, 1 am inclined to think are very rare.
Dr. Graves notices a consequence somewhat similar to the above, which

followed a fever, of a very severe type, in Dublin, in which the nose,
toes and fingers became blue and painful, but unaccompanied with ting-
ling or swelling ; there was desquamation of the part, and a surrounding
red margin or line of demarcation. These cases all terminated fatally.
He also mentions a rase of blueness of the fingers, arising from long and
frequent exposure of the hands in cold water. Although the pathological
state of the capillaries may be somewhat similar (if not identical) in fliese
cases, it is not so easy to explain how the stagnation in this case was in-
duced in detached patches, at no great distance from the centre of the
circulation, while the exciting cause at the same time was not so manifest.
Dr. Graves admits the difficulty of explanation of the rationale, and I
willingly follow his example, Brit. Amer. Jour. of Med. Science.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JUNE 11, 1845

Medical College of Georgia.—Whenever we hear from this institution,
its prosperity constitutes one of the items of information. For some

years past, the growth of the College has been such as to gratify all who
are interested in the dissemination of medical science. On the 3rd of
-March, thirty-three students were graduated. An address, delivered by
the Rev. T. W. Brantly, Jr., on the occasion, was a production well cal-
culated to impress the class and the people, with that feeling of mutual
responsibility that exists, and must ever exist, between the practitioners
of medicine and those who look to them for relief in the trying moments
of sickness and the stern approaches of death. One of the happy sug-
gestions in the discourse, which we recognize as the work of a thorough
scholar, a philanthropist, and a faithful divine, is the following:—" And,
ffeiulcmeii, permit me to say in conclusion, that the recognition of DivineProvidence, which I now urge upon your notice, is not a simple confes-
sion of his existence, and goodness, and power. It is an humble submis-
sion to his claims. It is a consecration of your lives to bis service. Let
it not i,e your condemnation that light has come into the world, but grate-'""y receive and follow its brightness. It will present to you a most intimate
and interesting connection between the present and future world. It will
guide your feet in paths of peace; it will teach you to derive all the im-
portance of time from eternity; it will dart its effulgence through the
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gloomy vale of da Uli, ami display to your astonished view the celestial
paradise, blooming and brightening under the smiles of infinite love."

Febrile Caloric ity.—Ii the June and Octobjr Nos. of the Western
Journal of Medicine and Surgery, of 1S44, may be found the experi-
mental researches of Bennet Dowler, M.D., of New Orleans, upon Febrile
Caloricity. Every page of the article is creditable to the patient and in-
genious author ; and we are at a loss to know why his observations have
not been more extensively circulated. There is such a diversity of opin-
ion in regard to fevers, that only here and there a fearless, independent
medical philosopher presumes to rake open the expiring embers of
any once popular theory. If Dr. Dowler would revise and enlarge this
able paper, and send it into society in the form of a genteel volume, he
would be sure of good quarters in all the standard medical libraries,
though he might not realize a fortune from the sale. Dr. Dowler pursues
the only true way of arriving at the truth—by actual experiment, and we

hope he may not only resume but enlarge the sphere of his investigations.

Artificial Arm.—Mr. Phelps, of this city, known as an ingenious
constructor of trusses abdominal supporters, and other useful apparatus,
completed an artificial arm last week, for a lady in Maine, that is an ad-
mirable substitute for the lost member. He took a cast, in plaster, of the
limb on the left side, and then matched it in wood. The elbow works de-
lightfully ; the wrist, has both flexion and rotation, and all the fingers, and
even the thumb, which has the true ball and socket-joint, arc so skilfully
made, that, when gloved, no gentleman who was permitted to take her
arm under his own, would mistrust that it was a wooden one. Nearlyhalf the arm, from the shoulder down, was preserved for a stump, which
slips into a socket—and the whole is made fast and kept up in place by
attachments to a thoracic belt, analogous to common stays. By the stump,
any direction the lady chooses can be given to the extremity ; but the
flexion and extension is adroitly brought about by the other hand.
We regard the contrivance in the light of a very valuable appendage,

since symmetry is preserved, and the lady can carry an indispensable as

gracefully on the tip of one of her second crop of fingers, as she ever

dangled it on one of the old ones. While viewing, with astonishment, the
beauty and perfection of this specimen of Mr. Phelps's imitative power, a
fragment of an antique ballad came to mind :—

" Nature teacheth,, was the text
01' ancient Hippocrates,lint we shall heat old Nature next,
The forcu of art so great U."

Male Nurses.—In this, as in all other cities, there is a class of middle
aged women who become general nurses, from the force of circumstances,
viz., their own necessities ; and it is somewhat remarkable that there is
always a scarcity of good ones. If there were from twenty to thirty well-
bred, prudent, trustworthy, industrious, middle-aged men in Boston, who
would exclusively set themselves apart to be nurses of their own sex, we
fully believe they would have constant employment and derive a handsome
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income from their labors. Invalids of all orders abound in thickly-settled
towns, who require the kind of assistance which a male nurse could alone
render. We suggest, therefore, that the experiment, at least, should be
undertaken of trying to have business in this way. There is one solitary
man nurse in Boston—a person who has qualified himself for dressingulcers, lifting and moving, with tenderness, heavy and diseased people,and he appears to be in constant requisition. The one who happens to
secure his services is considered in luck. Physicians would be glad to
know that they could always have such kind of nurses to call upon, in
those cases where there would be a manifest impropriety in obliging a
female to be in attendance.

Booh of Prudential Revelations.—One of the bibliographical curiosi-
ties of the age, with the above as part of its title, by A. De Fontaine,
M.D., was laid before us last week. After a general examination of itsthree parts, we are totally at a loss to decide upon a method of approach-
ing the interior of the Golden Bible of Nature and Reason, another part
of the author's title. Surely, it is a book of extraordinaries, It abounds
in facts, strangely arranged and qucerly expressed. Prose and poetry,
wisdom and vanity, are spread out without stint. That Dr. De Fontaine
is no common man, is apparent throughout the book. We also infer this
from the circumstance that the following lines arc incorporated with the
text of this unique production by the author himself:—

" Sufferers, look up! lo, the magician smnds,Willi nature's Imlsam ¡n his honored 1,raids:
No longer pine! hut rescued from the tomb,See on your cheeks perennial roses hloom ;Then thus relieved, exult in grateful strain,And shouting, hless your savior, great Fontaine!"

Midwifery Forceps.—A gentleman, of acknowledged mechanical in-
genuity, is constructing a new kind of forceps. The instrument dillers
essentially from those in common use, by having a moveable fulcrum, in-
stead of a lock-joint. If any advantages arise from this peculiarity of
mechanism, and it is admitted by experienced accoucheurs that the prin-
ciple introduced may be an improvement—the inventor will point them
out when he submits the finished specimen to the professional public.

American Homœopailùe Institute.—In view of the great congress of
homcaopathic practitioners, which is to meet at Liepsic in Germany, Aug
Rfth, Dr. Constantine Herring was appointed by the American Institute*
at its second annual session, in New York, on the J4th, to represent the,honiœopathists of the United Stales.

Great Malformation of the Heart; a single Auricle and Ventricle.—
' During the first six weeks of life, the child (the subject of the present°ase) seemed to thrive perfectly well ; but then the breathing became difli-
cu't, and the surface of the face and body exhibited a bluish hue. At six
•Coutils she was seized with convulsions, which were followed by hemiple-Sla of the right side. This, however, gradually became less and less, and
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eventually the young sufferer recovered so well, that she could walk about
with ease, after the right tendo-Achillis (which had become contracted)
was divided by M. Scoutteten. The dyspnœa and cyanosis were always
increased upon any exertion ; the blue tint was more prononcé on the
right sida. In her Gth year the girl died from an attack of bronchitis.
Dissection :—The substance of the two ventricles of the heart was nearlyof the same thickness throughout. The septum was almost entirely want-
ing, there being no trace of it except at the lower part. The orifice of
the pulmonary artery was separated from that of the aorta only by a small
spur, which formed the upper part of the circumference of the inter-ven-
tricular opening. There was only one auriculo-ventricular orifice, com-
mon to the two ventricles and two auricles. These last-named cavities
were separated from each other by a thin septum, which did not reach as
far as this orifice, and therefore was incomplete. The foramen Botalii
also was so open as to admit the point of the little finger. Thus it was
that a free communication existed not only between the cavity of the
ventricles and that of the auricles, but also from one auricle to the oilier.
The auriculo-ventricular orifice was provided with a large triangular valve,that was attached to the anterior three-fourths of its circumference, and
fixed at its apex to columns carii.-e on the posterior part of the ventricular
pañetes. A few columna;, proceeding from both ventricles, were attached
to the two lateral borders of the valve.
" In this case, therefore, although there were distinct vestiges of four

cardiac cavities, we may fairly say that the heart was simple—i. e., con-
sisting of one ventricle and one auricle—as it exists in Batrachian animals.
The presence of a single auriculo-ventricular orifice can leave no doubt
on this point."—Mcdieo-Cliirurgical Review.
Inflammation of Ike Semilunar Valves of the Pulmonary Artery.—A

girl of 18 was brought in a dying state to the great hospital of Vienna.
It was ascertained that from her earliest infancy she had a very feeble
constitution, was thrown into a state of extreme weakness on the smallest
exertion, which, indeed, often brought on fainting. When in that state
her face became swollen and her lips livid. More lately she had been
subject, to palpitations, which were more especially excited on ascending a

stair, and often terminated in syncope.
Several ounces of a dark but. transparent serum were found in the

pericardium. The heart was double its usual size, and a considerable
quantity of fat covered its right margin, and the transverse auriculo-ven-
tricular groove. The vena, cava; and- the right auricle were dilated and
liypertrophied to an extraordinary degree. The ventricles of the heart,
but especially the right one, were much liypertrophied. The tricuspid
and bicuspid valves were converted on their free edge, into a cartilaginous
substance, covered with numerous vegetations. The semilunar valves of
the pulmonary artery bore deep traces of distinct inflammation. They
were thickened, rigid, cartilaginous, and of a yellowish-grey color.—Ed-inburgh Medical and Surgical Journal.
Deaf and Dumb Asylum, Hartford.—The number of pupils the last

year has been greater than ever before—amounting in the course of the
year to 102—88 males and 74 females. Of these, 25 were supported by
the State of Maine, Ifl by New Hampshire, 17 by Vermont, 4f> by Massa-
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chusetts, 29 by Connecticut, 3 by South Carolina, 5 by Georgia, and 21
by their own friends. Of the latter, 7 belong to the British Provinces of
North America.
Mr. Weld gives a particular and interesting account of his visit to the

Deaf and Dumb institutions in Europe. One of the objects which the
Directors had in view in sending abroad, was to inquire as to the extent
find value of the articulation taught in certain of the European schools
for the deaf and dumb. The result of Mr. Weld's observation is, that
this system (the German, the one in practice in this country is the French)
is not suited to the taste or the wants of our country. One objection is
that it requires double the number of teachers. Those persons wdio
were not born deaf, and retain in some degree the articulation they ac-

quired before becoming deaf, and those who have still some discriminate
hearing, are the only classes who can derive any especial benefit from
the system.

Medical Miscellany.—A Doctor McDowell is agent of Capt. Fremont's
exploring and surveying expedition to the Bay of San Francisco and the
Francis Drake river.—Dr. Cutler's establishment at Pepperell, Mass.,
which has a tried reputation for the successful management of the insane,
having passed through various improving processes, will soon be ready
again to receive patients.—The papers say that Dr. Whitney, of Dedbam,Mass., has made a new eyelid from the forehead, for a young man who had
one burnt off 18 years ago.—In consequence of stepping upon a nail, which
was forced up into the foot of a horse recently at Dedbam, lock jaw was

produced, of such a hopeless character, that the poor animal was put to
death from the promptings of humanity. This is the first case of the
kind, probably, on record.—Intermittent fever has been the severest dis-
ease the missionaries have had to contend with at Kolongsoo, China.—
Four Brahmins, of high caste, have arrived in England, for the purpose of
studying medicine.—A coroner's jury, at Newburg, N. Y., brought in a

verdict, death by lobelia, in the case of it man who died under a certain
treatment.—Dr. Lawson, Surgeon-General of the U. S. Army, has been
appointed one of the visiters of the Military School at West Point.—
Measles is uncommonly, though not fatally, prevalent at Monrovia, Africa.
—Dr. Albert C. Cook has discovered, in Washington Co., Ala., the bones
of a fossil monster 104 feet in length.—Of a class of 210 students at the
Medical College of Ohio, the late term, 47 received the degree of M.D.
—-The juice of the mistletoe berry is announced as a remedy for facial
neuralgia, applied as a plaster, thus—the expressed and concentrated
juice, one, mixed with yellow wax, two parts.—Dr. H. Campbell's ad-
dress before the Fayette Co. Pennsylvania Medical Association, has been
Published.—M. P. Benaid, of Caen, on examining the carcase of a por-
poise, cast on shore, found the left lung almost entirely filled with tuber-
cles; hence it is supposed that cetácea may die of phthisis.—Creosote is
considered, by Dr. Thornton, the most effectual application for curing
najvi ni.ttemi.—In London there are 2,157 medical practitioners.
Number of deathsin Boston,for the week endingJune, 7, 42

r,., c"""niiipiioii,7—»carlci rever, 4—delirium tremen», 1—worum, 1—dropsy in the liend, 6—bruin,i,.n',' 8~eP»ep*y, 1—liini! lever, l-old we, S-nnonlexy, 1—child-bed, 1-loek Jew, 1—debility, l-
thikiV' '-') I'I'um lever, 3-hlliiiuii lever, 8—drO|l»y, 1—brain lever, 1—hooping cough, 1—disease of
ni i "°->"' I—puerperal fcvor, 1—dlaeaae of the bniln, I.r ü ïeam, IS—between 5 and 20 yearn, 8-between 30 and 60 year», 13— over 60 year»,".
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Assafœtida a Preventive, of Measles.—In the fall of 1842, rubéola
prevailed in this region of country in a form unusually aggravated. Rea-
sons existed with me why I should be peculiarly anxious to keep the dis-
ease out of my family, none of whom had ever had the measles, and as
assafœtida liad been mentioned as possessed of prophylactic virtues, I re-solved on giving that article a trial. Accordingly I made a saturated tinc-
ture of it, of which I took a table-spoonful three times a day, at the same
time carrying a lump of assafœtida in my pocket, anil swallowing small
pieces of it occasionally. I was particular to take it in some of these
forms just before visiting a case of measles. My family also made free
use of the remedy. Among others I attended the following cases, duringwhich time I was exposed to the disease:—

1. I was called, October 11th, to see Mrs. D., whom I found covered
with the eruption of measles, and suffering from high fever, nausea and
vomiting. In a minute examination which I made of all the features of
the case, I was fully exposed to the infection, and having tip to this time
been quite susceptible to contagious affections, I supposed I had the best
chances to take measles from my patient. But nothing of the sort oc-
curred.
2. October 16th, I was called to visit the child of Mr. J. M., with

measles; I remained in the house during the night following, and examin-
ed a case of measles in a negro, in addition to the case of the child.
3. October 20th, I visited Mrs. W. with measles, and found her also

in labor. The eruption was fully established, and was attended with high
febrile excitement, but notwithstanding these unpleasant circumstances,
the labor progressed favorably, and in a short time she was delivered of a
well-grown child, and healthy in every respect, except that it was covered
with measles. I was necessarily much about the patient during her labor,
but nevertheless escaped her disease, and thus passed through the epi-
demic without contracting it. The mother and child in this case both
did well.
I might speculate on these facts, but will leave that task to others.
If my experience of the powers of assafœtida in this respect should be
confirmed, the discovery will be valuable. The point, however, requires
additional investigation, In medicine, everything depends upon experi-
ence. Accident has placed in our hands many of our most precious
remedies, which, probably, when first proposed, commanded hut slight at-
tention, and awakened, if not violent opposition, or merciless ridicule, at
best only feeble expectations. But bark, mercury, iodine, and the vac-
cine virus, are agents the potency of which in their appropriate maladies,
no one now questions, although no one professes to be able to explain
their mode of curing or preventing disease.—Dr. It. B. Harper in West-
ern Medical Journal.

Singular Effects of Calomel.—Dr. Ashmead related to the Philadelphia
College of Physicians the case of a patient under his care, to whom an

ordinary dose of calomel was given as a purgative, and followed by a dose
of magnesia—who, soon after taking the calomel, was seized with symp-
toms similar to those resulting from poisoning with corrosive sublimate.
He was treated by the usual antidotes and remedies indicated in such
cases, and recovered.
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